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The Newsletter of the Bead Society of Orange County

Date: Saturday, February 27, 2016 
Location: The Bowers Museum.
Norma Kershaw Auditorium 
2002 N Main Street, Santa Ana CA
Hosted by the Bead Society of Orange County
for their members.

Mixer with refreshments: 10 AM
Society Business: 10:30 AM - Program 11 AM-12 Noon

Join us for a presentation given by Floor Kaspers 
entitled “Bead  Making History of Germany.”
She will cover the history highlights of three cities 
that were and still are important in the production of 
beads in Germany. Read more on page 4.

Image credits: beads/glass of Thomas Stricker, aka Tasart, 
posted on BeadCollector.net.  Image displays famous marble 
beads from Lauscha, Germany.

Floor 
Kaspers

Bead Historian-Artist-Author
 “Bead Making History of Germany.”
           February 27th, 2016

Presenting
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 President’s Letter

I hope this message finds everyone rested and ready to make 2016 the best year ever.  And I want to 
thank everyone who attended our annual Christmas luncheon.  It was gratifying to see so many of you 
considering the overcrowding that occurred in 2014.  Our new venue at the Kidseum gave us plenty of 
room to breathe, eat, and talk.  We have already requested the space for our 2016 event.  And thanks to 
all of you who worked so hard to make things possible:  Cheryl Richard and her crew of volunteers who 
set up and cleaned up, to say nothing of serving the group;  Holly Hillman who once again handled the 
coffee; and the Board Members who managed everything else.  
 
As we discussed at the luncheon, the Board has determined that some things our group does need a little 
change to make things better for all of us.  The first change is that we will be doing less business dur-
ing our regular meetings so we have more time for the speaker and post presentation questions.  Don’t 
worry, the raffle is not in danger, however, we are asking that you use the website to obtain information 
about upcoming speakers, classes, and questions you would like to submit to the Board.  We will be 
recruiting volunteers via the website too.  At the meetings we will still introduce new members, ask for 
announcements, and cover any emergencies that occur (we hope they will be few and far between).  We 
may have to supplement the newsletter with occasional messages via constant contact as well.  Please 
give us a month or two and then let us know how this is working for you.

 In the meantime, here is the most current news for our members:
MEMBERSHIP DUES:  Membership dues of $25 for an individual and $40 for a business (or family) 
membership are due and payable now.  Our membership chairperson, Dawn Biskar and her volunteer as-
sistants will accept checks or cash before the January and February meetings at the main table.  Remem-
ber that you need to renew your Bower’s membership as well for 2016 although this may be on a differ-
ent date based on when you started your Bower’s membership.  In addition, new rosters will be available 
in January, be sure and get one.  Also notice that there is now an annual calendar with meeting dates etc. 
on it behind the roster, and a membership renewal form if you have any changes like address, email etc. 
you can submit it to us via the form at any time during the year.   If you are unable to attend the January 
and February meeting you can mail a check to Dawn.  Her address is listed in the old roster (green) as 
well as the new one (orange).  Membership questions can be emailed to Dawn at dlbiskar@yahoo.com.
 
SPEAKERS and CLASSES:  Information is available on our website. www.beadsocietyoc.org.  If you 
have any suggestions for speakers please email the information to Pat Freeman – Co VP of Programs at 
pfreeman92604@gmail.com; or suggestions for classes email to Cheri Browning – Workshop Chair at 
cbrowning@socal.rr.com.
 
ART OF ADORNING:   The applications for Art of Adorning are available on line at our website www.
beadsocietyoc.org and should be downloaded from the site.  We will not be mailing applications to previ-
ous vendors as we did in the past.  In addition, the application has been revised so that you can provide 
all your information, and payments at the same time.  Checks will be held until after the jurying process.  
If your application is not accepted your check will be returned with the rejection letter.  If you have any 
questions about the process after reading the application, please email them to Diane Day, VP for Art of 
Adorning at ddcc108@gmail.com.
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 President’s Letter, continued

VOLUNTEER NEEDS:  Running an organization of this size requires volunteers with all sorts of tal-
ents.  WE NEED YOU to step up and assist us in many different ways, yet not be so demanding of your 
time and energy that you would hesitate to commit.  Some of you have already “signed on” when asked 
at the Christmas luncheon (we haven’t forgotten you), however, we still need to identify volunteers for 
the following:

MEETING HOSPITALITY:  Holly Hillman has agreed to coordinate the efforts of volunteers who 
will procure coffee and hot water for our meetings (we pay before or after as needed), and be responsible 
for setting out the food and cleaning up after.  It’s not as tough as it sounds.  Holly will train you and you 
get first crack at the goodies.  We ask for a 3 month commitment (only 3 meetings) for each volunteer.  
And, if you like morning  coffee I suggest you give this some thought because some Saturday morning 
when you really need a jolt it might not be there.  Holly has been carrying the load for more than a year, 
and you coffee drinkers really owe her.  We still need coffee volunteers for June, July or August. Those 
interested please contact Arlene woods (153akw@gmail.com).

ART OF ADORNING:  We are looking for early morning volunteers to assist in managing the off load-
ing by vendors and subsequent parking.  We also need Volunteers who can give 3-4 hours during the sale 
to provide bathroom breaks for vendors; front desk assistants who can sit up front and answer questions, 
sell raffle tickets, provide membership information, help buyers find particular booths.  Additionally, we 
need a Raffle Hawker who will walk around the venue promoting ticket sales as well as Volunteers to 
work the food area, upstairs.   If you can volunteer, please send an email to Arlene Woods, Treasurer at 
153akw@gmail.com.  
 
MENTORING NEW VOLUNTEERS:  If you would like to volunteer for any level of participation 
in the group, but you’re concerned that you don’t know how to do it,  (a board position perhaps) let us 
know and we will explain what the various jobs entail in terms of commitment, time expended etc.  And 
someone who knows what it takes will work with you to train you.  If you’re up for it, email Pam Werner 
at pjwerner@aol.com.  
 
There are lots of other things in the offing this year but I don’t want to wear you out with everything at 
once.  Our next newsletter will contain more information about things we’re trying, things we’re doing, 
and things we want to do.  Oh, and if you have any suggestions, now would be a good time to mail them 
to me, Pam Werner at pjwerner@aol.com.  Please, though, don’t tell me how much easier it would be if 
you could pay your dues on line.  That is determined by the Bower’s organization and is not currently in 
their plan.
 
Thank you all for your participation, see you at the next meeting.   

Pam Werner
president, the Bead Society of Orange County
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 Floor Kaspers, from front cover

Floor Kaspers lives in the 
Netherlands, and has been 
exploring European bead 
history though her travels.

Going to factories, old dump sites, 
shops and museums, she collects not 
only beads, but, the stories connected 
to her beads. Floor is an artist in her 
own right, creating beautiful jewelry 
and sculpture from glass and glass 
beads. 

She’s also well published. “Beads 
from Jablonec”, “Beads from Tuc-
son” and “Beads from Briare” are 
three books that she’s authored.

Floor will tell us about three towns in Germany, that have prominent places in German bead making history. 
They are: Lauscha, Neugablonz and Idar-Oberstein. Lauscha is noted for its hollow and marble beads, 
Neugablonz is where many Bohemian bead makers settled post WWII, and Idar-Oberstein is the birthplace of 
many stone beads. Floor will also explain how three “normal” towns became “bead” towns via discussion of 
their history and personal stories.

See more of Floor’s work on her website: http://www.floorkaspers.nl.

A Little Bit of Bead FYI
about Lauscha and it’s bead manufacturing history

DID YOU KNOW...
that Lauscha is well known for its glass Christmas tree ornaments? While the earliest Christmas trees 
were documented in Central Europe sometime in the early 16th century, the first true Christmas orna-
ments did not appear until three hundred years later.  During that long intervening period, the Christmas 
tree decorations of choice consisted primarily of edible treats.  Sometime in the 1840s, a glassblower in 
the small town of Lauscha in Germany created a string of glass beads with which to decorate his Christ-
mas tree.  Hans Greiner, the glassblower in question, probably had no idea at the time that his decoration 
would lead to one of the greatest and most enduring holiday traditions in history: the Christmas ornament.

Lauscha is also well known for the hand-crafted production of “glass human eyes” for prosthetic use. 
View a video of a Lauscha glass master creating a prosthetic eye:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbkXFAXUY-w

Lauscha, Germany  is a renowned center for glass 
marbles and Christmas tree ornaments
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Upcoming Speakers

Saturday March 26th
2Roses
Polymer Clay in the 21st Century
and a Beader’s Approach to 
working with it.

The 2Roses (John & Corliss Rose) will give you an 
insider’s look at the world of polymer clay. You’ll learn 
how this artistic movement got started, who helped lay 
the foundation for the medium as an art form and where 
polymer clay is headed in the 21st century. You’ll view 
work by some of the most influential artists working in 
the medium.

 As an added feature, John and Corliss will also include 
some technical information on how, as beaders, you can 
incorporate the use of polymer clay in your designs.

Upcoming Events
The 2016 annual Art of Adorning will take place on Satur-
day, April 23, 2016 on the grounds of the Bowers Museum 
from 10AM until 4PM.

Members will get to have early shopping beginning at 9AM. 

We are currently looking for volunteers who would donate 
2 hours to assist with the vendor food and rest area on the 
upstairs patio of the hacienda. This is a good opportunity 
to meet other Bead Society members who are vendors or 
board members. We also need volunteers to assist with sell-
ing raffle tickets and man the membership booth during the 
course of the event. Please contact Diane Day, VP for Art 
of Adorning at ddcc108@gmail.com.if you wish to help.

Above - Jon Stuart Anderson - Arizona Night Sky
Actual Transfers of Polymer clay onto fabric
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Upcoming Workshops
Saturday February 27th
Doris Weinbaum
Nefertiti’s Royal Colar

1PM until 4PM 
This handwoven necklace is a variation of right 
angle weave that works up quickly and lays elegant-
ly on the neck.  Some seed beading experience is 
helpful, but beginners are welcome. 

Workshop Fee: $15. BSOC members only
Kit Price: $20.
Email Doris to register: dorisweinbaum@gmail.com

Saturday March 26th
Judy Walker
Spiral Striped Earrings

1PM until 4PM 
Make these delightful tubular earrings, and learn an 
optional new variation of your old favorite peyote 
stitch that makes them twice as fast to make!  You’ll 
also learn a quick and easy way to start peyote stitch 
- no struggling!  

Workshop Fee: $15. BSOC members only
Kit Price: $8.
Email Judy to register: judywalker@pobox.com

Saturday May 28th
Corliss Rose of 2Roses
By Popular Demand! Polymer Clay!

1PM until 5PM - Kidseum 
Even complete beginners will be able to make 
these lovely earrings Romesque Fresco Earrings.
Come and explore what you can do!

Workshop Fee: $35. BSOC members only
Kit Price: $15. includes necessary tools, findings & 
consumables. Premo! Clay donated by Polyform!
Email Corliss to register: corliss@2roses.com
SIGN UP ON-LINE: 
www.2roses.com/workshops.html
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The Bead Society of Orange County 
Board of Directors
Officers:
President 
 Pam Werner
 pjwerner@aol.com
VP Programs
 Pat  Freeman
 pfreeman92604@gmail.com
VP Programs co-chair
 Melinda Alexander
 metalsmithmelinda@yahoo.com
2nd VP Art of Adorning 
 Diane Day
 ddcc108@gmail.com

3rd VP Membership
 Dawn Biskar
 dlbiskar@yahoo.com
Secretary 
 Nancy Timmons 
 houseofbassets@gmail.com
Treasurer 
 Arlene Woods
 153akw@gmail.com
 
Bowers Liaison:
 Cheryl Richard
 cheryl-richard@sbcglobal.net

Committees:
Hospitality   
 Holly Hillman
 hhillman@fullerton.edu
Workshops 
 Cheri Browning
 cbrowning@socal.rr.com

Website 
 Corliss Rose
 webmaster@beadsocietyoc.org
Newsletter 
 Corliss Rose
 editor@beadsocietyoc.org

List of Directors

Bowers Exhibition

Their quest ended in the Aztec marketplace of 16th-century Mexico, where Spanish explorers encountered the American 
cochineal bug. The Red that Colored the World translates the cochineal story into three dimensions, following the precious 
bug juice and its use in art from Mexico to Europe to the U.S. and beyond. Highlighting over 100 objects-textiles, sculp-
ture, paintings, manuscripts, decorative arts, clothing and more- the exhibition explores the history of cochineal and the 
seductive visual nature of red. The objects reflect the unique international uses of color, revealing its role in the creative 
process and the motivations of artists in their choice of materials. This exhibition was organized by the Museum of Inter-
national Folk Art, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA, and made possible by the generous support of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and circulating through GuestCurator Traveling Exhibitions.

October 31, 2015- 
February 21, 2016
Red, with its brilliant hue and 
broad cultural history, has in-
spired artists’ imaginations and 
seduced viewers for millennia. 
Artists and dyers for centuries 
strived to find the color source 
to rival the best reds of nature, 
and to express the spirit, sym-
bolism and sustenance of life.

Enjoy Having a Bead Day
Our member Sandie Pasik has graciously taken on the task of organizing a monthly “Bead Day” for BSOC members to 
gather and work together! She’s proposing to hold this event on the last Thursday of each month from 12:30 PM until 3:30 
PM. The location is in a local apartment complex in Newport Beach.

If you are interested in participating, please contact Sandie directly at 316-304-3235. Your attendance will require your 
signature of a liability waiver and there are a few very reasonable rules that the property managers are asking that guests 
follow. Sandie has all of the details.


